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UM PRESIDENT’S TRIP TO ASIA YIELDS
LANGUAGE GRANT, FACULTY AND STUDENT EXCHANGES
By Carol Susan Woodruff 
UM News and Publications
The University of Montana has shifted into high gear in its 
push to make its students, faculty and curriculum more 
international. The focus of the most recent activity has been 
strengthening the University's ties with East Asian countries. 
Time and again, President James Koch has commented that UM 
students graduating in the 1980s without a good understanding of 
the Pacific Rim countries aren’t truly well educated.
"By the year 2000, 60 percent of the world's population will 
live in Pacific Rim countries,” he says. "We need to prepare our 
Montana students to live in that world."
On June 19, Koch and Mansfield Center Director Paul Lauren 
set off on a trip to China, Japan and Korea. Their mission was 
to garner financial and instructional support for UM programs in 
Asian studies and foreign languages, make final arrangements for 
faculty and student exchanges, and broaden their contacts in Asia 
to benefit UM and the Mansfield Center.
During their privately funded trip, Koch and Lauren visited 
China's Shanghai International Studies University, Hangzhou 
University and Beijing University; Japan's Toyo University,
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Kumamoto University, Kumamoto University of Commerce, and Sophia 
University; and Korea's Kyung Hee University and Yeungnam 
University. Other stops were the governor's office in Kumamoto
Prefecture, the mayor’s office in Kumamoto City and the American 
Embassy in Tokyo.
One pleasing thing about the trip were the preparations the 
universities made for us," Koch says. "From dawn to dusk, we had 
one appointment after another. It wasn't meant to be a tourist 
trip, and it surely didn't turn out that way. They kept us 
really busy, and I appreciated that."
He and Lauren participated in detailed negotiations with 
university presidents. They met with Montana students; 
government officials; international-program coordinators; and UM 
alumnus and U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield, whose 
excellent reputation in Asia opened many doors for them. They 
took the same buses UM faculty and students will take one day and 
slept in rooms like the ones those UM representatives will 
inhabit.
The only lulls in their schedule were a quick dash to the 
Great Wall of China, in Beijing, and a rainy, but pleasant July 
Fourth spent at the ocean, near Kumamoto, Japan.
When the two men returned to Missoula three weeks later, 
they had plenty of good news to report. "We were more successful 
than we had any reason to expect," Lauren says.
One big breakthrough is a $60,000, three-year grant from the
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Japan Foundation that will allow UM to offer Japanese instruction 
beginning in fall 1988. Koch says a national search will begin 
this fall for a faculty member to teach the courses, adding that 
the grant will pay for two-thirds of the professor's salary and 
UM will cover the rest. UM already offers Chinese instruction, 
and Koch hopes that someday it can offer courses in Korean as 
well.
Another bit of news is that to help its international plans 
run smoothly, UM will hire a half-time coordinator who will be 
recruited this fall from among the faculty on campus.
Koch also reports the completion of exchange agreements with 
Shanghai International Studies University in Shanghai; Toyo 
University in Tokyo; and Kyung Hee University in Seoul. Another 
agreement, with Kumamoto University and Kumamoto University of 
Commerce, will probably be wrapped up this fall. That agreement, 
funded by a $60,000 grant from the Japan-U.S. Friendship 
Commission to the Mansfield Center, provides for student and 
faculty exchanges among UM, Montana State University and the two 
universities in Kumamoto Prefecture.
As early as spring 1988, UM will exchange a faculty member 
with Shanghai International Studies University and Toyo 
University, which is also interested in sending 30-40 students to 
UM to study English during an intensive summer program. By 
spring or fall 1988, UM will exchange a faculty member and 
student with one of the Kumamoto universities, and Koch says UM
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has the option of sending a faculty member to Kyung Hee 
University the same year.
An exchange is already underway between UM and Hangzhou 
University, which forged an exchange agreement in 1986. Five UM 
students are attending Hangzhou this year, and five of that 
university's junior faculty members are doing graduate work at 
UM.
An informal exchange program also continues between UM and 
Sophia University, where UM mathematics Professor Howard 
Reinhardt is a visiting faculty member. UM often sends students 
to Sophia, and the Tokyo university yearly enrolls several of its 
students at UM.
Koch, who came to UM in 1986 with the goal of making the 
campus more international, is excited to see his dream becoming a 
reality. He's been pleasantly surprised, too, to discover how 
affordable it will be to complete so many exchanges.
"If we were talking about spending a million dollars to 
accomplish this, somebody might still say somewhere that it was a 
good idea," he says. "But UM is going to spend about $10,000 -- 
the equivalent of two teaching assistantships. We've leveraged 
our expenditures pretty well."
He looks forward to the day when UM will graduate students 
with the skills to live in a variety of Asian countries or to 




"Somehow, we've deluded ourselves into thinking that the 
Japanese, for example, should come here and speak English and 
that we can go over there and speak English, too," Koch says. 
"That's not how the world works."
If some future UM alumni can sell Montana products in Asia, 
so much the better, he adds. "If we can put out a half dozen 
students a year who have that kind of ability, with the size of 
the markets there are in Asia, we will do some truly good things 
for Montana over a period of years."
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